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MR. CHAIRMAN, MR. CHIEF JUSTICE, E 


LADIES AND GENTLEMEN: 


WO years ago we met in this hall on a similar occasion, Today I want 
to express to all the people of New Mexico my gratitude for the ex- 
pression of confidence which has again been given me 

There have been many things of great importance happen in the world 
since we last met. Some of these happenings are of special importance to 
us because they directly or indirectly affect our welfare and our prosperity. 

The war, the plight of the Democracies in Europe, England's gallant stand 
against the dictators, have all occurred during the last two years, These 
things seem far away, yet the results arising from them have already begun 
to affect the personal lives of some of us; and unless peace is soon restored, 
all of us in some manner will feel the effects of this war. 

Here at home we have more pleasant things to talk about Events of the 
last decade have been very favorabíe to New Mexico. Our general welfare 
is much better than it was in 1930, and there is every reason to believe 
that it will continue to improve. 

People in increasong numbers have sought New Mexico as a place to 
spend their vacations, to invest their money and to build their homes The 
result has been a large increase in our permanent population, and it is about 
this that I would like to speak briefly today. 

New Mexico's population growth during the last decade was twenty-five 
per cent. Our growth, on a percentage basis, was the greatest, with only 
one exception, of all the states in the Union. And I would like to mention 
here that this record was made as a result of our own merits and not 
because of the misfortunes of any adjoining commonwealth. 

This amazing increase in population is proof, if proof were needed, that 


New Mexico is a land of opportunity and the people of the state have not , 


been lax in letting the nation know about our many natural blessings. 

The initial promotion of various areas of the state has been well planned 
and well executed by the people themselves New Mexico has taken her 
rightful place as one of the leaders among the states of the Union. Our 
big job now dictates that we plan for future growth and development along 
the same sensible lines that we have followed in the past. | 

New Mexico lies near states which have suffered losses of population 
during the last decade. This fact makes it all the more amazing that our 
growth has been so constant and so great. It also raises the question of 
whether we have reached the peak of our immediate development. I believe 
that our development has only begun and that our leadership will be main- 
tained during the coming decade 
‚ It 15 inevitable that New Mexico will be looked to, by persons seeking 
to better their economic conditions, and by persons with money to invest, 
as a land of promise. It is as true today as ever that nothing succeeds like 
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success. Since many people will come here because we аге а fast growing 
state, it becomes vitally important that the people of New Mexico them- 
selves should determine the manner and the methods of our growth. 

I believe everyone will agree with me that we do not want any flash booms 
that will deplete any of our natural resources and leave some area of our 
state suffering the wounds inflicted by a lost prosperity which from its 
beginning could only be temporary. 

Our growth and our development should be controlled by our own leaders 
who have the interest of the state at heart and who will not let the lure 
of quick returns blind them to the longtime welfare of New Mexico and 
her citizens. We want no ghost towns to spring up in our state as monu- 
ments to our own rashness. But we do want continued, normal, permanent 
growth and that is the kind we shall have if we plan it that way and work 
for it. 

How shall this growth come about? 

It shall come about in several ways, but chiefly through further develop- 
ment of our natural resources, through completion of our majojr highways, 
through improvement in our living conditions, and because of our constantly 
increasing tourist flow. 

No one can predict the extent or the character of all of our natural re- 
sources. Twenty years ago, few people thought that we would become one 
of the leading oil producing states of the nation. Ten years ago few people 
knew that our potash deposits were sufficient to supply the world for years 
to come, or that our historical background and the natural interest and 
beauty of our state would give us leadership among all the states of the 
West in the volume of tourist flow. 

No sane man would wish for war in order to improve his economic con- 
dition. But we already have war, and most of us are realists. As a result 
of this war, America is building her defenses. New Mexico will profit in 
a material way from the vast expenditures which will be made to properly 
arm our country. We have raw materials which manufacturers need to 
produce implements of defense and we have the terrain and the climate 
which are ideal for all-year training of large numbers of men. The state 
has already taken steps to further development by promoting our own mines 
and minerals for use in defense planning; by encouraging the establishment 
of training camps within our borders, by enlarging our highway building 
program with federal assistance; and in many other ways which time does 
not permit me to enumerate. 

In working out this program we have called upon men and women in all 
walks of life and in all industries and businesses to help us so the state 
wil profit by their knowledge and their cooperation. Their response has 
been immediate and generous. 

A program intended to bring about greater development of our mineral 
resources is now being worked out by capable men. Already, additional 
men and machinery have been. employed at some plants and only a start has 
been made. The extent to which this program is carried will depend entirely 
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upon the cooperation of all the people of New Mexico gad upon the vigor 
of our own initiative 

The extent of our opportunities can be partially visualized when we con- 
sider that of twenty minerals vital to the manufacture of defense arma- 
ments, ten are produced in quantity in New Mexico 

Our ой potential is so great that were it necessary we could sly the 
needs of the entire nation for a limited period of time 

Our potash reserves have freed America for decades to come from de- 
pendence on foreign nations for this vital war material; and New Mexico 
produces in great abundance many less essential minerals 

Our continued growth will come about not only from further development 
of these natural resources but also through expansion of our agriculture 
in areas where conditions permit. ~ . _ 

During the last ten years many important-—actions have been taken by 
both the state and federal governments to conserve our relatively small 
water supply. Such conservation is highly essential to the development of 
our state. It isn’t too much to say that our growth is limited only by our 
water resources, Dams have been built and reservoirs created as part of 
our conservation program, and our available water will be utilized to the 
fullest, More land will be placed under cultivation within new or improved 
irrigation districts and we expect that the products of our own soil will 
find a ready market in New Mexico. 

Livestock was for many years the backbone of the state's economic struc- 
ture. This great industry has made remarkable progress in improving the 
quality of both herds and flocks and this improvement can be expected to 
continue to the financial benefit of all the state. 

‘Phe men who built up this industry not only created great herds of cattle 
and flocks of sheep, but they. also, by their courageous fight against the 
elements and against space and time, created a tradition and a way of 
living which forms a never-ending source of material: for our creative 
writers and which has greatly enriched our literature. 

In our climate, in our culture and in the natural beauty of our state, 
we have an asset which will constantly enhance our growth, and add to our 
economic prosperity. 

New money, earned elsewhere, in ever increasing volume is brought in 
by visitors who come to enjoy the many natural wonders of our state, the 
beauty of our mesas and our mountains, and to enjoy the hospitality of our 
people. 

It is possible that at some future time our mines may play out, wells 
which are now producing oil may go dry, but our climate and the grandeur 
of New Mexico will remain forever as an undiminished asset ` 

It is inevitable that New Mexico shall continue to grow This growth 
should be a matter of-pride to all of us and it should act as an inspiration 
which will call forth greater initiative and greater accomplishments during 
the coming decade 

We shouldn't overlook the fact, however, that because of this growth, 
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we have incurred increased responsibilities. We have the responsibility of 
preserving those very assets which made this growth possible. We have the 
responsibility of maintaing healthful conditions in our towns and cities; 
we have the responsibility of expanding and improving our schools and our 
roads, and we have the responsibility of operating our government econo- 
mically so that taxes will remain at a minimum. If a city or a state is 
operated along these principles, the people will seek it out. 

Perhaps new opportunities for growth and development will open now 
because of conditions abroad, but I'm sure that all of you look forward, 
as I do, to the days when peace will come again to the world. Peacetime 
development is permanent development, 

Our remarkable growth came during a period of world peace. We must 
plan now so that it will continue unabated when peace is again restored. 
Only in that way can New Mexico permanently profit from present expatt- 
sion. 

I am glad that I was fortunate enough to have some part in New Mexi- 
co's development during the last ten years. I am glad that I shall again 
have some part during 1941 and 1942 in mapping our program for the 
next decade. 

When persons now unborn come to write the history of the great south- 
west for this period, the part that New Mexico has played must certainly 
be given the starring role. 

We have had more politics recently than most of us are accustomed: to. 
I suggest that politics now be forgotten, that any bitterness which might 
have developed be erased from our hearts, and that we turn our attention 
and our energy to the big job of building New Mexico 

When I took office two years ago, Ї pledged that all my actions while 
governor would be predicated on the principle of the greatest good for the 
greatest number. I have in all sincerity tried to fulfill that pledge. During 
the coming two years I shall continue to be guided by that principle. 

When a big job is done well, the credit usually does not belong to any one 
person, but to a number of persons who have pooled their abilities and their 
efforts in a common purpose. The same is true of government. Success 
depends upon cooperation of all elements and all individuals who go to 
make up our commonwealth. 

I have been very fortunate in having the willing help of many able men 
and women in every undertaling affecting the general welfare of the state. 
I have also enjoyed the moral support of many, many others. For this 
active assistance and this moral support I am deeply grateful. 

Personal ambition has never touched me greatly. My only desire now is 
to make full use of the experience gained in my first administration so 
that better government will result during the coming two years. 

I said at my first inauguration that my chief desire was not to be remem- 
bered so much as a great governor, but as a good governor. That desire 
is unchanged. With the active help and your moral support that desire, 
God willing, shall be fulfilled 


„= -mr ----- ~ ^ о 


MESSAGE 


OF GOVERNOR JOHN E. MILES TO THE 
FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE 
OF NEW MEXICO, AS DELIVERED IN 
JOINT SESSION OF THE HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES AND THE 
SENATE ON JANUARY 14, 1941. 


MR. PRESIDENT, MEMBERS OF THE 
FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE: 


HIS present session of the Legislature will be a historic one, for it will 

be the first to operate with an interim recess This method should be. 
productive of beneficial results. It will give the members ample time to study 
the bills introduced and weed out the unimportant measures that often 
clutter up the calendar and obtain passage in the last minute rush. 

I hope, too, that the public will evidence a greater interest in the legisla- 
tive measures and will study, during the recess period, the various bills 
offered and their effect upon the welfare of community and State. The 
need or the desirability of many bills can be determined by the public's re- 
action to suggested Jegislation. And I hope the public will not be loath 
to express approval or disapproval or to make suggestions 

The need 1s not, it seems to me, for much additional legislation but rather 
for as little legislation as is expedient, in keeping with the growth and 
progress of our State. 

However, it is not my purpose or intent to tell this Legislature how to 
function. I do have a few recomniendations to make, but these recommenda- 
tions will be limited to suggestions designed to further the efficiency of our 
State Government and promote the welfare of our people. 

Other than the recommendations or suggestions contained in this mes- 


. sage I have no interest in any pet bills or special legislation 


д TAXES 


At the outset I would like to remind the members that it has been my 
pledge and the pledge of the Democratic Party platform on which most of us 
were elected, that we will not create any new taxes. 

At some time in the future it may be necessary, because of the national 
defense program, to finance many more activities than are now required 
of us 

For the present, although additional activities by the New Mexico 
National Guard, the Adjutant General's office and Selective Service Head- 
quarters will require additional funds, it is my belief that it should be 
possible to finance our present activities with the total revenue available 
from present sources. 

Improved economic conditions should result in increases in faxable valu- 
ations, producing some increase in tax collections to offset fund require- 
ments of national defense agencies in the State. 

While there will also be requests for increased appropriations for insti- 
tutions and departments, I feel that we must not only keep expenditures 
within present budget limitations, but that also, wherever possible, economies 
should be effected. If additional activities are to be undertaken or growth 
provided for, this must be done by effecting economies in other spending. 
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SCHOOLS 


The financial plight of the school system of the State will require your 
investigation, and I hope that ‘whatever legislation is necessary for the 
solution of the school finance problem, based on the recommendations of the 
Taxpayer’s Committee, will be given your earnest consideration. 

In further connection with the schools and institutions of higher learn- 
ing I urge your study and consideration of legislation that will further re- 
move our schools and institutions from involvment in political activity. 


MERIT SYSTEM 


To provide increased efficiency, I believe the Merit System should be 
extended to offices other than those now within the jurisdiction of the 
Merit Commission. 


STATE OFFICES 


In the interests of economy, I believe the Legislature should examine the 
problem of housing in permanent quarters the many offices of State Govern- 
ment now housed in priyate, rented office space. 

One suggested method of handling this problem is to provide ground 
upon which the State Highway Department can errect its own building. 
This would release to other offices now in rented quarters the large space 
now occupied by the Highway Department’s several divisions. 

Another method that will undoubtedly be suggested is the revival of the 
proposed Capitol remodelling and expansion program. Since these matters 
will undoubtedly be discussed at length during your deliberations, there is 
no need for me to discuss the proposals in detail, other thah to suggest 
that the need for permanent quarters for many offices is very pressing and 
vital. Whatever method of solving the problem is devised, I hope it will 
be predicated on economy and serve the principal purpose of providing suf- 
ficient office space for all agencies of the State Government. 


DIRECT PRIMARY 


Another important matter that will require your consideration and study is 
the State’s Primary Law. I feel, as I am sure most of you do, and the major- 
ity of our citizens do, that the primary is here to stay. The essential require- 
ment then is to remedy the technical defects so that it operate more smoothly. 
It would be my recommendation that the primary election date be moved up 
to May or June, but that no other fundamental changes be made beyond the 
necessary revision for improved operation of the primary. 

In this connection I would like to call your attention to the slowness 
in receiving returns from the primary election experienced last year and 
recommend that steps be taken to remedy this situation. 


FOUR YEAR TERM 


+ 

In further regard to elections, it is my recommendation that the Legisla- 
ture act to provide a Constitutional amendment changing the terms of 
office for elective State officials from two years to a single term of four 
years Such an amendment should, I believe, be submitted to the people 
for approval or disapproval at a date іо coincide with the date for the next 
statewide primary election so that if approved such a change could become 
effective with the election of state officials in 1942. 


INTERSTATE OIL COMPACT 


At the fourteenth legislative session, authority to enter into agreement 
with other oil producing states to extend the Interstate Compact to Con- 
serve Oil and Gas was granted by the Legislature. 

Another two-year extension of that agreement is now being sought 
among the ой producing States, and it is my recommendation that this 
compact authority be given by the Legislature at the earliest possible time 
so that the signed compact may be submitted by the States to the Congress 
for approval. 


HIGHWAY PROGRAM 


With reference to Highway construction during 1941 and 1942, the State 
Highway Commission is completing a survey of costs of the contemplated 
program and financial requirements of the Department. As soon as this 
report is completed I will submit a special message to your membership 
recommending the amount of a debenture issue needed to finance the program. 


PUBLIC UTILITIES js 


'Those of you who served in the 14th Legislature will recall that during 
that session legislation was proposed providing for the regulation of public 
utilities At this session you will again be called upon to consider similar 
legislation I believe the time has come when some measure of regulation 1s 
necessary, and I recommend that the subject again be considered and legis- 
lation enacted. Regulatory measures should be designed to be fair to the 
consumer, the utility, and the State; and m no way should such legislation be 
oppressive, with intent to penalize, but merely to regulate from the standpoint 
of public interest. 

New Mexico should seek to encourage business as part of a long-time 
policy of development and growth of our State. But in all legislation the 
interests of the public should be the first consideration. 


PUBLICATION OF EXPENDITURES 


Another question that will come before you at this session is the pro- . 
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posal for publication of expenditures of public offiices and agencies. I 
recommend the passage of legislation that will provide for such publication, 
but which will not impose an excessive financial burden on any office or 
agency affected by such requirement. 


NATIONAL DEFENSE 


Because, during this present session of the Congress there may be Federal 
legislation in connection with National Defense or other matters that may 
require correlating legislation by the State, it may become necessary later 
to refer such matters to your membership, and this will be done by Special 
Messages gp om 

New Mexico will do its part, whatever that part is, in contributing to 
the success of the National Defense program. By the end of this month 
New Mexico will have sent to the armed forces of pur country for con- 
tinuation of their training 2,000 men, uniformed and well-equipped. In ad- 
dition, New Mexico will have provided by the end of this month 1,066 
Selective Service trainees for a year's military service 

In other matters New Mexico has cooperated with the Federal Govern- 
ment in the defense program: in plans for surveying resources; in estab- 
lishing defense vocational training, and civil aeronautics training; in es- 
tablishing at Ft. Wingate a great munition storehouse and in Albuquerque 
an Army air base. 

Whenever a call is made upon us, New Mexico will be ready to respond 
and your membership will be advised from time to time of the progress 
of the National Defense program as it affects New Mexico. 


SPECIAL MESSAGES - 


There may also be other State matters to be considered which have not 
been included in this general message to the Legislature, and I shall deem 
it an obligation to the Legislature to keep you advised through the medium 
of Special Messages. 

In all your deliberations and consideration of legislation I urge you to 
keep in mind the principle of the greatest good for the greatest number. 

I wish you success іп your work, and it is my sincere hope that. this 
Fifteenth Legislature will establish a record for wise legislation. 
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